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WE, your Friends and Brethren, 2b 
abſent from our country, ſome for purpoſes 

of commerce, ſome on family concerns, 
others purſuing their reſearches in the ſci- 
ences, or arts, all of us attached to our. fel- 
low citizens more than to our exiſtence ; all 
animated with the pureſt patriotiſm; all 
_ acknowledging that if men are born un- 
equal in natural or moral faculties, they 
ought to be reſtored to the advantages of 
equality by good laws, by ſuch laws as 
prote the weak againſt the ſtrong, the 
poor againſt the rich, the rich againſt 
Az robbers: 
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robbers : we, in a word, who acknowledge 


that liberty, individual fafety, and the re- 
ſpect que to property, are the moſt ſacred 
foundations of the happineſs of all human 


ſocieties, addreſs ourſelves to the French 


people, whom we conſider, and ever ſhall 
conſider, as our only legitimate Sovereign; 


and we intreat all the citizens, our bre- 


thren and friends, into whoſe hands this 
addreſs ſhall. fall, to read it with the ſen- 
timents due to brethren of the ſame fa- 
mily, who wiſh to keep up a free inter- 
courſe with them on their common in- 
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: Ebouridediets, and our:general ſentiments 
are. the ſame, if we all equally: love liberty 
and our country, you muſt not however 
be ſvrprized, our local eircumſtances being 


diffe cent, if there ſhould exiſt ſome: dif- 


-ference in our opinions. In your ſituation, 
you perhaps may judge men better than 


things; while we, who are at a diſtance, 


have, perhaps, the advantage of judging 
events with greater accuracy. — Diſtance of 


0 is ſometimes equivalent to diſtance 


of 


K 


of time, and it is perhaps, among fo- 
reigners, who are neither miſled by paſſion, 


excited by intereſt, nor blinded by prejudice, 
that a good citizen can beſt anticipate the- 


awful judgement of poſterity.—lt is in the- 


midſt of foreigners we feel that national 


pride, which is as much flattered by the 


virtues of our fellow-citizens, a as it 18 hum- 
bled by * errors. | | 


Weiten Ry mia iF you mould be 


told that this addreſs is the effect of a ſpirit 


of faction; if it be ſuppoſed that we have 


conceived the ridiculous project of revolting: 


againſt the general will; if we are accuſed 


of being bad patriots, we ſhall anſwer ſuch 


calummiators with the tranquillity. of the 


Athenian general : Strike, but hear.” — 


We ſhall not expatiate on the late law which 


confounds us with thoſe Frenchmen who 
have been ſo far miſled as to take up arms 


againſt their country.—That law, which 


vas paſſed in- the heat of paſſion, has been 


judged already at the tribunal of the publie 
opinion; we ſhall not ſpeak therefore of our 
= private 
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private intereſt, but we ſhall warn you of 
what concerns the honour, integrity, and 
dignity of the French nation. — Thoſe 
awful, ſacred words cannot fail to touch 


your feelings, and n your at · 


a 


| tention, | 


The man is more deſerving our pity 


than our indignation who dares deny 


that all Sovereignty eſſentially proceeds, 


from the people, that Kings and Chiefs 
are intended for the ſervice of the peo» 


ple, and that the people were not cre- 


ated for the pleaſure of the Chiefs ; that 
laws ſhouid be made for the good of the 


governed, and not for the intereſt of thoſe, 
who govern; in ſhort, that nations have a 


right to change their conſtitutions accord- 


ing to their will, But it is true alſo, that 
if all governments are neceſſarily and law- 


fully eſtabliſhed by the people, a very nu- 
meraus people muſt exerciſe that Sove- 


reiguty by delegation; and it is no leſs true, 
that a whole nation, being ſtronger than one 


man, or eyen than ſeveral men, all governs 


ments 


n 
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ments are equally legitimate, ſinee they 
cannot exiſt but by the expreſs or tacit 
conſent of the people.—It is, however, 


very certain, that if the people have a right 


to change their government, they cannot 
exerciſe that right without ſhedding rivers 


of blood; and that nation which, in the 


ſpace of a few years, ſhould often repeat the 
uſe of ſuch a right, would be of all 
moſt wretched, as it would live amidſt 
the horrors of a continual and deſpotic 
anarchy. _ © © 5:0 0 


Nothing perfect is the work of the hand 
or mind of man — The ancient French 


Monarchy was replete with abuſes—The 


Conſtitution of 1989 was full of defects, 


that of 1792 will not be exempt from 


error. All the governments of Europe 


have imperfections, more or leſs ſtriking ; 
and you will remark with us, brethren 


and friends, that if the ableſt writers have 


demonſtrated the deficiencies of ſocial in · 
ſtitutions, they are far from agreeing about 


the government which they judge to be the 
beſt; ſome incline for a Dictator, ſome for 
| 'A4 Re 


e — — 4 


ES) 


a Triumvirate, others for Conſuls, others 


for a Senate; and, in ſhort, after four years 
of continued Revolution, we are at this day 
leſs advanced than we were the firſt. — 
We have great armies, numerous enemies, 
not a ſingle law; a conditional, and often 


_ doubtful, confidence in our repreſentatives ; 


victorious generals! What dangers for 


| 1 ' 


The Chnſtitution af 0 e 
flanding its imperfections, had obtained 
the ſanction of the people. Part of thoſe 
men who now fit in the National Con- 


vention, had confidence in the goodneſs of 
that Conſtitution: ſince they accepted 
their nomination to the firſt Legiſlature; 


ſince they were the firſt to take upon 
themſelves to be the depoſitaries of the 


new Laws; fince they roſe all together 


ſome months ago, to ſwear that they would 
ſuffer death rather than conſent to any alte- 
ration in thoſe Laws; and ſince they 
ſwore to admit neither the ſyſtem of the 
two Houſes, as in England, nor that of a 
(+2095 zac thus ſported, before the 
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ä 
eyes of the whole world, with the ſanctity 
of oaths— They were criminal then, or 
they are eriminal now; they belied their 
conſcience then, or they belie it now 3 
they betrayed their Conſtituents. then, or 
they betray them now; they were then void 
of capacity, knowledge, and virtue, or they 
are at this day the moſt vile and contemp- 
tible flatterers of the people. Who can 
pretend to aſſure us, that thoſe very men 
who ſupported five months ago the Conſti- 
tution of 1789, who, at this moment, are 
attempting to eſtabliſh a pure Democracy, 
will not be, five months hence, the chief 
ſupporters of Deſpotiſm ? The people un- 
doubtedly have a right to change their Go- 
vernment; but thoſe men who can equally 
ſerve all ſyſtems muſt be cither villains or 
traitors. | 


. Brethren and Friends, be not ſurprized, 
be not offended at the frankneſs of our opi- 
_ pions :—We are men truly free, and we 
imagine we addreſs ourſelves to our equals, 


All foreign nations, and the majority of 


v 


our 
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our fellow - citizens, form at this moment 
but one wiſh, and that wiſh is to ſee the 
French enjoy a Government which ſhall 
enſure the ſafety of individuals, and that of 


property; but can we hope to ſee that with 
_ accompliſhed, whilſt the influence of the 


leſs enlightened claſſes of the people 
precludes. the nation from the poſſibility 
of being great and juſt ?—Whilſt thoſe 


numerous claſſes of the people, ſo eaſily 


miſled, are governed by ſuch men, of whom 


even the National Convention cannot purge 
itſelf. | 


When they had effected the Revolution 


of the roth of Auguſt, of which they are 


now diſputing the honour, they perfidiouſly 
accuſed Louis XVI. of being the author of 
it. They pretend that the friends of 
Louis XVI. led on the people from the 
ſuburbs into the King's chamber, to inſult 
him, to threaten him with death, to over- 
whelm him with contumely, and crown 


him with a red cap; thoſe men, ſay they, 


were the friends of the King, who, on the 
T— = 10th 


( 11.) 
roth of Auguſt, engaged the inhabitants 
of the ſuburbs to come armed into his pa- 
lace, and to force his guards at their poſts,. 


It was thus they accuſed the men who. 


poſſeſſed ſome fortune of burning their own 
houſes, and of provoking the people to aſſaſ- 
ſinate them, in order to have the ſorrow ful. 
right of complaint. From what barbarous, 


from what execrable ſpirit of Machiaveliſm, 
have all the aſſaſſins of the Revolution con- 


ſtantly ſeized every opportunity of calum- 
niating their victims? It undoubtedly re- 


quires a very ſtrong faith to believe, with- 
out examination, ſuch flagrant abſurdities; 
and it is nevertheleſs with as little art in 

the diſguiſe of falſchood, that a part of the 
people are led on to demand the trial and 


death of Louis XVI. That death which 
our fellow- citizens are perhaps awaiting as 
a great event, and which the populace of 
Paris defire as a ſpectacle, will be confi» 


dered by poſterity as a very common oc- 


cCurrence in the hiſtories of the moſt cor - 


rupt nations. 3 
But 


Py 
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But if you wiſh to know what foreigners 


think of the deſire which the French peo- 


ple ſeem to teſtify to ſhed the blood of the 


unfortunate Louis, hear their queſtions, 


and may they prevent this laſt proof of 


| barbarity, which even your intereſt does not 


dictate. The firſt va which foreigners 


aſk you is this: 


Can aan of Louis XVI. be 
« juſt? You are going to drag that un- 


46 happy Monarch to the ſcaffold (ſay they ) 


e but have you forgotten in what age he 
* was born, the W Court by which 
& he was ſurrounded, the education he had 
& received, how he reſiſted all that tends to 
„corrupt men, all that ſeduces them, and 
% gives them ſuch an early love of vice! 
4 Which is he among your popular chiefs, 
e who, born in the place of Louis XVI., 

&« had been ſo good a man? Let thoſe who | 
« accuſe him, let thoſe who are preparing 
to be his judges, recollect themſelves a 
„little, and put this queſtion to their con- 


Ka ſciences When Louis XVI. was all- 


* powerful, 


* 


5 powerful, was 1 ever cruel? Where 1s 
the unfortunate man whoſe property he 
„% ever confiſcated ? ? What citizen can re- 
* proach' him with a proſoription ?! To 
„ what family did he ever give cauſe to 
45-maonn ? Did he not ever ſhew an'ex- 
„ ample of good morals? Lewis XVI., 
on aſcending the throne, found abuſes 
* at their height; did he ever refuſe 
* 2 ſingle reform, and did he not dimi- 
< niſh all his perſonal expences ? — Did 
„ he not ſuppreſs a very conſiderable part 
„of his military houſchold? Would a 
« tyrant, would a deſpot, ever have re- 
« formed the Mouſquetaires, the Gens 
„d' Armes, the Chevaux Legers, all thoſe 
„ choſen troops which ſurrounded his 
a perſon, and whom notbing could ſe⸗ 
« duce. or corrupt? What other intereſt 
than that of the people could have de- 
„ termined him to compoſe the firſt aſ- 
« ſembly of the Notables, at a time when 
his power knew no other bounds than 
« his will? What other intereſt than that 
e of the people engaged him to convoke 
the States- General? He is reproached 

„ "_ 
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&« with his reſiſtance to the deſtruction of 
e the Nobility and Clergy: but at the 
time of the aſſembling of the States- 
„General, what man would have been 
© fo inſincere as to maintain that the de- 
* ſtruction of the Clergy and Nobility 
« was the intention of the people.* Did 


 ®. Poor Pan- Von thought that to be happy 
.you had nothing to do but to change your Chiefs, but 
you have only put them in the place of other men. 

| Your new Chiefs are neither more philanthropic, nor 
more virtuous, nor more diſintereſted, than the old. — 
Poor People, — Vou will ever be dupes ; the only dif- 
ference between the paſt and the preſent is, that you 
are robbed a little more now than you were before, — 

Every fine phraſe coſts you both money and blood. 
Poor People, —Y ou fhould have changed your morals 
rather than your Chief. Poor People, —Your Orators 
talk to you of Liberty Ys and none of your Citizens can 
now go from one place without being ſtopped, queſ- 


tioned, and ſearched, like a thief. Your Orators talk | 


about the Rights of Man, while your fellow-citizens 
are thrown into dungeons on a bare ſuſpicion. Your | 
Orators talk of Juſtice, and you have ſuffered ruffians 
| to maſſacre thouſands of unhappy priſoners who were 
under the protection of the Law.— Vour Orators talk 
to you of the reſpect due to Property, while Property 
was never more atrociouſly violated: —they talk to 
you 
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not the friends of the people at that 
« period ſubſtitute their will to that of 
e the nation; as too often the favourites 
* of Kings ſubſtitute the intereſt of their 
* paſſions ta that of the Prince; and can 
«4 it be imputed to the King as a crime, 
« if he doubted, for an inſtant, of this 
& newly- declared will of the people, who 
* had not = * time for reflection? 


8 © The King mill 15 1 with 
«* his journey to Montmedy, but the time 
and circumſtances of that journey will 
«© be forgotten ; | 


It will be forgotten that FR all was 
- OP and confuſion ; 


e. It will be 8 that a report then 


you of Virtue, at a time when you never committed 
ſo many crimes :—they talk to you of Equality, and 
ſoon one of your Chiefs, ſurrounded by a Pretorian 
guard, ſhall riſe and ſay, © I am your Maſter ;** and 
the peaceful inhabitants ſhall anſwer. So much the 
better, we have not ſlept quietly theſe four years,” : 


* ſpread 


a 16 |, 
5 Saks. all over ens that the King 
Was not free, was attributed to him; 


It will be forgotten, or his enemies will 

<« feign to be ignorant of it, that it was 
E perhaps that very attempt to go to 
Montmedy that diſconcerted the pre 
875 joy 91 * late ee B 
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ag | will be Rn 12 at as FER | 
„period he had not accepted the Con- 


0 ethos, and that it was not even 1 
IF niſhed; +: 71 

« ]t will be forgotten that thoſe very men 
„ho now want to bring him before 
«© their tribunal on the pretence that he did 
* not ſufficiently approve the Conſtitution 
af 1789, were not only then the ſecret 


3 Thopold « was deſirous that the King | ſhould ſtay 

at Paris, while he entered Fr rance with a formidable 
army.—As ſoon as he was apprized | of the King's de- 

parture for Montmedy, he countermanded the march 
of his troops, and the orders he gave for that purpoſe 
were diſpatched ' before he heard of the King's being 
arreſted at Varennes. | 


+ enemies 


En 

© enemies of that Conſtitution, but are at 
this day the firſt to boaſt * in — 

> * ſtroyed 1 it *: 


80 They will not be ſtruck by this barba- 
* rous, ridiculous inconſiſtency; they will 
renew the accuſation of the Auſtrian Com- 
* mittee, but they will forget that when that 
«© accuſation was diſcufled in the greateſt 
form in the Legiſlative Aſſembly, it was 


* Extra f om the ſpeech of Barbaroux. © O 
8 you who fought in the Carouſel, Pariſians, Fede- 
rates of the Departments, National Gendarmes, 
te ſay were thoſe men with you ? Marat wrote to me 
© on the gth of Auguſt to conduct him to Mar- 
e ſeilles ; Panis and Robeſpierre were making petty 
< cabals; none of them were at the houſe of Roland 
u dile the plan of the defence of the ſouth was form- i | 
« ing there; none of them were at Charenton, where | ; 
<« the conſpiracy againſt the Court, which was to have | 
been executed on the 29th of July, and which took © 
place en the 10th of Auguſt, was reſolved on; yet it 
<« js by theſe fallacious words we brought about the 
« Revolution of the 1othif Auguſt, that they hope to 
d obliterate the memory of the aſſaſſinations of the 
* 2d of September, and their projects of DiQatorſhip, . 

. & the pillages they committed, &c.“ : 
See the Moniteur, No. 306, page 1298. 
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“ found tb be deſtitute of proofs, by the 


very men who were at the ſame time the | 


* judges and accuſers; ; 


„They will reproach him with not 
having given his ſanction to the decree 
* which condemned the prieſts to be 
„ tranſported without any form of law, 
* and on the bare teſtimony of twenty 
e witneſſes ; but they will forget that 
e ſuch a decree being evidently contrary 
„to the Rights of Man, he could not 
e give it ſanction without violating the 
« Conſtitution; 


They will likewiſe reproach him with 
“having refuſed his ſanction to the de- 
e cree for the forming a camp of twenty 
% thouſand men in hw; but they will 
on forget that, even at this moment, a 
«© great majority of the people ſtill con- 


+ tinue to blame a propoſal of the ſame 
= kind; 


: 


66 They will forget that one of his Mi- 


<< -niſtets immediately formed a more con- 


** fiderable | 


(0 5 
ce ſiderable camp near Soiflitis; the fitua- 


| « tion of which was far more favourable 
to the defence of the Frontiers; 3 


« They will reproach bln with not 
having made any attempt to prevent the 
© hoſtile preparations of the emigrants ; 
a but they will forget that he addreſſed 
eto the principal powers of Europe ſuch 
< poſitive letters, that they who had ſworn 
„ eternally to calumniate him, had no 
* other reſource left than to pretend that 
*« theſe letters were fallacious, becauſe they 
$6 were too Conſtitutional ; 


They will reproach him with not 
having oppoſed, by a formal act, the 
5 hoſtilities of the foreign powers; but 
a they will forget that he did not heſitate 
an inſtant to declare war againſt the 
“ Emperor, and that ſuch a propoſal was 
i the moſt formal act he could employ, and 
„indeed the only meaſure he could take to 
4 evince the ſincerity of his intentions z 


B 2 They 


( 20 ) 
« They will reproach him with having 


- & retarded all the military preparations ; 


& but they will not pleaſe to remark, that 
& France was even then four months be- 


* forehand with the Emperor that it 


& was well known that the French army 
% had never ſo good bread, ſo good. meat, 
“ ſuch a plenty of ammunition, ſo nu- 


* merous a cavalry, ſuch an excellent 


te train of artillery, and even 160 thouſand 
% muſquets in reſerve, at a time when 
„ the want of that article alone could be 


% the cauſe of. an uneaſineſs to the pa- 
6 triots; | 


„They will forget that, notwithſtand- 
ing the immenſe extent of the Frontiers 
& of France, and the difficulties occa- 
« fioned by the loſs upon the Aſſignats, 


„none of the army proviſions 1 were ever 
e deficient; 


„They will forget, that ſuppoſing that 
% part of the Adminiſtration to be as de- 
„ ſerving of blame as i 18 of commenda- 


hes tion, 


n 
* tion, it is not the King but his Mi- 


« niſtry that would be culpable, as the 
W Miniſter alone was reſponltole; - 


6 « They _ forget that the 4 Who 


had refuſed his ſanction to a decree 
* 1nimical to the Rights of Man, did 
* not heſitate an inſtant to give his ſane- 
< tion to that decree which, by depriving 


% him of his ome expoſed only his * 


e. ſon; | a to CL 


EM They will reproach him with: having 

& retained the Swiſs Guards at Paris; but 
« they will forget that the Miniſters, who 
„alone are reſponſible for that act, ſent 
4% to the National Aſſembly the remon- 


« ſtrances of M. D' Affry, founded on 


the capitulations with the Swiſs Can- 
tons, and that the National Aſcembly 
6 came to no determination; 


They will reproach him with having 
4 continued the pay of his Body Guards, 
6 but they will forget that the ſame de- 
* cree which diſbanded them left the care 

B 3 66 of 


( 22 ) 
$ of them in their retreat entirely to the 
6s kan Liſt ; 


They will forget that the King gave 


ce the ſtricteſt orders that no payment 
„ ſhould be made to them, without a cer- 


« tificate of reſidence, as * by the 
50 law ; 


ce They will pretend to be ignorant 
& that thoſe orders were executed, fince 


there remained in the treaſury of the 


$6 Civil Liſt twelve hundred thouſand li- 
* vres, being the amount of the arreats 


4 of the King's Body Guards who had 


CO emigrated ; 


They will reject the teſtimony of all 
* the agents of the Civil Liſt, who, at the 


66 time of the accuſation, laid before the 

6 eyes of ſeveral members of the Conven: 
#6 tion the order, in the King's writing, for- 
* bidding the payment of any of his guards | 


6 _ had emigrated 3: 


* They will reproach the Ring: with 
[= | Fc the 


( a3 } 


N of the letters from his brothers, found 
among his papers, but they will forget 


* how unjuſt it is, particularly in time of 
e trouble, to judge men by the letters 
they receive; the reception of a letter 
being the act of him who. writes it, 


„ and not of him to bann it 8 N 


6e * 


« They will Pn * wich www 


2 


cc 


in his palace, but they will forget that 
when he invited the municipality to 
« viſit the caſtle of the Thuilleries, in 
& order to undeceive the people, the Mu- 


6 


* 


a 


& ſhould be decerved, refuſed his invita- 


6 tion ; 


o They will reproach him with having 


66 given orders to fire on that portion of 
6 the inhabitants of Paris, which, on the 
4 roth of Auguſt, aſſembled to force the 


+ caſtle, but they will forget that one of 


« the Magiſtrates of the people engaged 
66 the Swiſs Guards to repel force by force, 
: B * — " and 


had arms and ammunitions concealed 


nicipality, who wiſhed that the. people 
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& and that he even read to them the Con- 


« ſtitutional Laws, in virtue of which, the 


military, when attacked on the poſts, 
& were authorized to fire without any re- 


& quiſition being neceſſary. In fine, they 
« will repeat many important accuſations 
e againſt their unfortunate King, and they 

„will prevent the people from remarking 


s the dates of the facts, which were almoſt 


es all previous to his n che Con- f 


66 ſtitution 3 1 


(ee They will prevent the people from 


« remarking, that in a time of Revolu- 
« tion, when all the paſſions are let looſe, 


& many men may have betrayed his con- 


« fidence, have acted in his name, and 


_ © diſobeyed his orders, without confidering 


«+ whether they ſhould diſpleaſe him, 0 
* make him reſponſible for their errors.“ 


Such are, Brethren and Friends, a park 


of the obſervations made to us by foreign- 


ers, and we may rely on their impartiality, 
for the preſent events haye not made them 
forget the paſt, 


" 


( 25 Þ 
The ſame foreigners who, as you ſee, 
doubt the guilt of Louis XVI. aſk us by 
what law, 16 he were guilty, you would 
propoſe to wy him ? 


The French nation,” ſay they, pre- 
s tends to be juſt, and we think it en- 
„ lightened. How can ſuch a nation for- 
get that a judgment is nothing more 
— than the application of a law ? What 
% law can be applicable to Louis XVI. 
© unleſs it be that which exiſted at the 
time when the crimes of which he is 
& accuſed were committed ? Would they 
make a new law for the preſent circum- 
e ſtance? And would not the French incur 

„the blame of the preſent generation, and 
that of poſterity, if they ſuffered the ſen- 
«© tence aud the law to be of the ſame date? 
If the French people allow that the 
only laws by which they can try Louis 
XVI. are thoſe of the laſt conſtitution, 
4 let us examine that conſtitution, and let us 
$ read in it the ſentence to be pronounced 
6 againſt a guilty King. The greateſt of 
45 all (reaghery u was foreſeen by the Con- 
> ks, ** ſtitutional 


* 


_— 


{ 6 } - 
6 ſtitutional act.“ That act, chap. ii. 


art. 6, ſays, If the king ſhould put him 


« {elf at the head of an army, and ſhould 
& lead forces againſt the nation, he ſhall be 
& conſidered to have abdicated the Crown ;” 
& therefore in all the accuſations made or 
to be made, none being paramount to 
« that circumſtance provided for by the 
% Jaw, no penalty ſtronger than the Abdica- 
tion of Royal y can be pronounced, 


4 What could the National Convention 


* now do? They might judge whether 
«6 the King has deſerved to be no longer the 


ac the ary repreſentative of — peo- 
4 ple; and if he has incurred a legal Abdi- 
* cation, they might then determine the 
forms of ſuch a trial, for the law is filent 
& on the matter: but after the trial, and 
£2 T when judgment is paſſed, the King being 


& confounded in the common claſs of citi- 
% Zens could only be brought to juſtice be- 
&« fore the ordinary tribunals, and that for 


© facts poſterior to his abdication“*. To con- 


66 © clude, | 


0) After the expreſs, or legal Abdication, the King N 


will 


1 * 
+ clude, ſuch would be the conduct of the. 
Convention, if they had not already pre- 
« judged the queſtion by aboliſhing Mo- 
" narchy+- And if we examined this queſ- 
« tion in a more extenſive point of view, 
« we ſhould ſay, what matters it whether 
„Louis XVI. has legally abdicated or not? 
TFThe National Convention probably think 
e themſelves authorized by the general 
<4 with of the people; they probably think 
* that the Revolution of the 1oth of Auguſt 
« was brought about rather by the people, 
„than by the intrigues of the Court of 
the Thuilleries; and if, according to 
<< the principles they manifeſt, the Revolu- 
tion of the 1oth of Auguſt was a ne- 


will be in the claſs of citizens, and may be accuſed and 
tried like them for acts poſterior to his Abdication. 
Conſtitutional Act, Chap. 2. Art. 8. 


(+) The National Convention pretends that the 
decree which aboliſhes Royalty in France has already 
received the ſanction of the people; for the manner in 
which the people expreſs their ſanction, is by not 
making an inſurrection. Their ſilence implies conſent ; 
by the ſame rule, when the people do not revolt at 
Conſtantinople, it may be faid that they have given 
their ſanction to the will of the Grand Signior, 


" —_ 
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1 ceſſary ſtep to public happineſs; how can 
* they dare to proſecute him whom they 
« accule of being the author of it? There- 
fore, in juſtice, reaſon, natural right and 
« policy, the trial of Louis XVI. is evi- 
e dently abſurd ; ; it 3s abſurd, fince the 
% Convention implicitly pronounced the 
4 ſentence of his Abdication, by aboliſhing 
<6 Royalty; it is abſurd, ſince Abdication is 
« the only penalty which the ancient Con- 
« ſtitution enacted againſt a guilty King; 
it is abſurd, as ſuppoſing a jury could 
« pronounce the King not guilty, the judge 
& could not replace him on the Throne: in 
* ſhort, it is abſurd and ridiculouſly impo- 
0 litic, as, being brought on by virtue of 
the ancient Conſtitutional Law, it ſeems 
&« to give à new exiſtence to that law, to 
« call in queſtion the legality of the Reva- 
46 lution of the Toth of Avguſt, paſſes con- 
et demnation, in a manner, on that Revolu- 
« tion; and in caſe Louis XVI. ſhould be 
legally aſſaſſinated, immediately gives the 
4e Emigrant Princes a title, calculated to 
e create them a great many partizans, and | 
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EEE © 
Such are, Brethren and Friends, the wiſe 
obſervations made to us here by juſt men, 
who are worthy to ſpeak the language 
of truth to free men; we ſhall not tell you 
to what a degree their indignation is rouſed 
at the horrid injuſtice which 1s propoſed 
to you, when they recolle& that it is to 
Louis XVI. you owe the privilege of pro- 

nouncing the word—Liberty. 


Farewel, Brethren and Friends, accept 
the wiſhes we offer you for the glory of 
our country, the honour of the nation, and 
the happineſi of the people, which is no- 


thing more than our own happineſs—for 
we alſo are the people. F 


London, | 
Norember 220, 1792. 
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